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*Those who are able, please stand as marked  

The St. Andrew’s family warmly welcomes all visitors and newcomers! 
If you are worshiping with us for the first time, please sign our Guest 
Book in the Narthex and join us for coffee and snacks after service. 

 

February 1st, 2026 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

Blessed are the Poor in Spirit 

J. Kirk Richards - 2022 



Musical Prelude 

Announcements 

WELCOME TO OUR SERVICE 

*Lighting of the Christ Candle 
Jesus Comes to Me as a Winter Tree (lyrics on screen) 
 
*Share the Peace of Christ 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  God calls us to seek justice: 
C: Let Christ’s love for the poor and hungry fill the earth. 
L:  God calls us to show faithfulness, 
C:  Let Christ’s light shine in places of brokenness and despair. 
L:  God calls us to walk humbly in the Spirit, 
C: Let us join the work of the kingdom in humility and hope. 
L: God calls us to do justice among the peoples, 
C: Let us hold and proclaim the love of God in Jesus that is for all 

of us. Called, blessed and inspired, let us worship God 
together! 

 

*Opening Hymn: VU 339 – When Morning Gilds the Skies (vs 1-4)  
(lyrics on screen) 

OPENING PRAYER 
(in-unison)  

God of wisdom and blessing, in you we find shelter in the 
strength of your promises; we find welcome in your tender care 
and meaning in your calling in our lives. Grateful for the 
protection you provide, thankful for this comfort of your 
community, we offer you our praise and worship. For you give 
blessings when the world condemns; you bring freedom when 
the culture confines, and you bring peace when circumstances 
are chaotic. Embrace us with your love and inspire strength us to 
love you and others in the world you love. We as this in Jesus’ 
holy name. Amen. 

 
 



 
   

THE LESSONS 
 

The Old Testament 
Micah 6:1-8   
What does God require of us? 

Psalm 15   
Who may be a guest in God’s house? 

The New Testament 
 The Gospel of St. Matthew 5:1-12   
 Blessed are the poor in spirit. 
 
(response after The Lessons) 

L: These are the Words of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn: VU 896 – Blest are They (vs 1-5) 
(lyrics on screen) 
 

Sermon – How Blessed Are We? 
      Rev. Scott Brown 

*Hymn: MV 143 – We Cannot Own the Sunlight Sky (vs 1- 3) 
(lyrics on screen) 

WE RESPOND IN LOVE 

Offering 

Offering Dedication: VU 540 – Grant Us, God, the Grace  
(lyrics on-screen) 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(responsively) 

“Merciful God, hear your people praying” 

COMMISSIONING (in unison)  
We go out and may the God of justice give us 



the will and strength to serve all in need. 
We go out and may the Christ of compassion inspire 
a deeper love in us that we may share it with the whole world. 
We go out and may the Holy Spirit walk with all of us in  
wisdom and wonder this day and this week. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

May the living, holy wisdom of God 
guard our ways and guide our paths. 
May the living truth of God in Jesus 
enlighten our hearts and open our minds  
to all whom we find this day and this week. 
May the living Holy Spirit of God give us  
life and life to the full.  Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn: MV 137 – Welcome, Jesus, You Are Welcome 
  (vs 1-4) (lyrics on screen) 
 

Musical Postlude 
In honour of Black History Month, Robert and Vince are 
preparing selections from traditional African American 
gospel music, known reverentially as Negro Spirituals. 
Famously compiled by Dr. Burleigh in the early 20th century, 
these songs have inhabited all major hymnals and 
denominations since. 

This week’s selection is: ‘Wade in the Water’ 

Thank you 
Worship Leaders 

Rev. Scott Brown – Presider 
Vince Anderson – Lead Musician 

Robert Woodbury – Cantor 
Alan Shugg – Scripture Reader 

Maile Bower & Ruth Heather – Communion Servers 
Technical Support 

Eldon Wilson – Live streaming & Sound 
Patricia Wilson – PowerPoint Operation 

Patricia Wilson – Order of Service & PowerPoint Design 


