Pecegmber 14, 2025

St. Andrew’s United Church
9915 — 148 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5N 3Gl
780-452-4454
office@saintandrewsunited.com

*Those who are able, please stand as marked

The St. Andrew’s family warmly welcomes all visitors and newcomers!
If you are worshiping with us for the first time, please sign our Guest Book
in the Narthex and join us for coffee and snacks after service.



Musical Prelude

Announcements

WELCOME TO OUR SERVICE

*Lighting of the Advent Candles
VU 7 — Hope Is a Star (vs. 1-3)
Together we sing —
Hope is a star that shines in the night, leading us on till the
morning is bright. (Refrain)
Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, giving a promise of safety
and worth. (Refrain)
Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, telling te world that the
Saviour is born. (Refrain)

(Refrain) When God is a child there’s joy in our song. The last
shall be first and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be
afraid.

*Share the Peace of Christ

CALL TO WORSHIP

—

: Praise be to God.

C: Who has made the heavens and earth, the seas, and all that is
in them.

: Praise be to God.

C: Who is watching over the strangers and upholding the
downtrodden.

: Praise be to God.

: Who transforms our deserts to lush land blooming with joy
and singing.

: Praise be to God.

: Come into God’s presence now with praise and thanksgiving.

: Praise be to God.

C: Praise be to God, O my soul.

—
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*Opening Hymn: VU 31 — O Lord, How Shall | Meet You (vs. 1-3)
(lyrics on screen)



OPENING PRAYER
(together we pray:)
Beloved Saviour, forgive us when we fail to be patient like the
farmer, who waits for the precious crop from the earth.
Forgive us when our hearts weaken, forgive us too when we
grumble against one another and against you.
Remind us of James’ teaching to be patient, to strengthen our
hearts, not to grumble and to remember the lives of the prophet
and saints who came before us. Amen.

THE LESSONS
The Old Testament
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 139:1-6

The New Testament
The Gospel of St. Matthew 11:1-11

(response after The Lessons)
L: These are the Words of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*Hymn — The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (vs. 1-4)
(lyrics on screen)

Sermon — Not ready, not ready.
Rev. Scott Brown
*Hymn — MV 120 - Canticle of the Turning (vs. 1-4)
(lyrics on screen)
WE RESPOND IN LOVE
Offering

Offering Dedication: VU 540 — Grant Us, God, the Grace
(lyrics on-screen)



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(responsively)
“Merciful God, hear your people praying”

COMMISSIONING

(in unison)

We go now to announce and proclaim forgiveness through the
repentance of sins.

We go now to announce that God is present and active in our
world, bringing peace to all who will hear.

We go now to proclaim good news of God’s entering our world.
We go now to announce the need to prepare for the most
precious present ever.

We go now to be all this light into the darkness that is in our
world.

BENEDICTION

May the strength of God go with us to help us continue our
preparations.

May the peace of God go with us to calm our souls in all the
busyness at hand.

May the love of God sustain us so that we see a child of the
Creator in all whom we meet. Amen.

*Closing Hymn: VU 9 — People, Look East (vs. 1-3)
(lyrics on screen)

Musical Postlude

Thank you

Worship Leaders
Rev. Scott Brown — Presider
Vince Anderson — Lead Musician
Robert Woodbury — Cantor
Maureen DeRegt — Scripture Reader
Technical Support
Eldon Wilson — Live streaming & Sound
Brent Roy — PowerPoint Operation
Patricia Wilson — Order of Service & PowerPoint Design



