*Closing Hymn - VU 18
There’s A Voice in the Wilderness (lyrics on screen)

Commissioning
One: We have prayed that God’s kingdom will come.
All: May this prayer bring us peace in this week.
One: We have prayed that we will be empowered to act on God’s will as
it is enacted in heaven.
All: May this prayer bring us peace in this week.
One: We have held the world in prayer.
All: May these prayers encourage us to work for peace throughout
the week.
One: We have received words of promise: “l am with you.”
All: May these words empower us to live in peace this week, for the
sake of God’s kingdom, in the memory of Christ, for the good of the
world. Amen.

Benediction

Together we sing:
‘Amen’

Postlude
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Prelude
Words of Welcome
Announcements

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

We Centre Ourselves
We Light the Advent Candle

*Please stand as you are able
*Hymn = VU 7 - Hope is a star (lyrics on screen)

Call to Worship

One: Peace, in the midst of war. Peace, in the midst of conflict. Peace,
when everything is going wrong. God offers peace.

All: We come seeking God’s peace. We come seeking to be made
whole. We come seeing to be reconciled. We come from the four
winds seeking God-with-Us.

One: Let us pray for Emmanuel God-with-Us. Let us pray for the courage
to be peaceful, let us pray for the peace that makes no sense in the
world.

Opening Prayer

All: Loving God, we long for peace in our world. Yet, peace so often
eludes us or seems impossible to find. We gather here today
remembering the Prince of Peace and waiting for him to once again
come into our hearts and in our lives. When we have peace in our
hearts and live in peace with one another, we know that we can then
become agents of peace. In our worship together, equip us for this
role, we pray. Amen.

*Hymn - Who is Moving Through the Silence (lyrics on screen)
*Sharing the Peace of Christ

Learning Together

CALL TO WORSHIP: Advent 2: Peace. Written by Witney Bruno, Little Current and Sheguiandah, U.C.,
Little Current, Ont.

Gathering, Advent*Christmas*Epiphany (C) 2024-2025 page 29. Used with permission

OPENING PRAYER: Written by Catherine Tovell, Kilworth, U.C., Komoka, Ont.

Gathering, Advent*Christmas*Epiphany (C) 2018-2019 page 32. Used with permission

OFFERING INVITATION: Written by Lori Santvoort-Jansekovich, Broadway U.C., Thunder Bay, Ont.
Gathering, Advent*Christmas*Epiphany (C) 2024-2025 page 33. Used with permission

OFFERING PRAYER: Written by Gord Dunbar, Kincardine P.C., Kincardine, Ont.

Gathering, Advent*Christmas*Epiphany (C) 2024-2025 page 33. Used with permission
COMMISSIONING: Written by Heather Sandilands, Cornerstone, P.C., Waskada, MB.

Gathering, Advent*Christmas*Epiphany (C) 2024-2025 page 34. Used with permission

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

OLD TESTAMENT: Malachi 3:1-4

God, through the prophet Malachi, is specifically challenging worship
practices that have been corrupted and because of that are
meaningless. As always, God provides a way back, but it will not be
easy.

GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6
We jump ahead to the beginning of the public ministry of John, the son of
Elizabeth and Zecharaiah.

Reflection — Preparing the Way
Rev. Dirk Jessen

WE RESPOND IN LOVE
*Hymn — Peace Be With You (lyrics on screen)

Offering Invitation

All: As we worship through this Advent season, we receive the Good
News that Christ comes to bring peace on earth and goodwill to all
people.

One: The offering will now be received.

Offertory

*Offering Refrain - VU 541
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (lyrics on screen)

Offering Prayer

All: On this Sunday when the Advent candle of peace flickers and
dances, may you breathe in us, O Spirit, blessing what we offer in our
dance with difficult partners, as we share your choreography of peace.
In our giving, may we be inspired to follow the Way of Jesus in our
living, learning to perceive the image of Christ across divides. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern

Prayer of Jesus



Thank you
Worship Leaders

Rev. Dirk Jessen — Presider
Vince Anderson - Lead Musician

Robert Woodbury — Cantor

Technical Support
Peter Bieman- Sound & Live Streaming
Patricia Wilson — Order of Service & PowerPoint Design

Brent Roy — PowerPoint Operation






