Reign of Christ Sunday
November 24th, 2024




Celebrating the Reign of Christ Sunday marks the end of Ordinary Time and serves as a prologue
to the festivities of Advent. We celebrate Christ's role as Lord of all—the world, the church, and

our lives. It’s interesting that two titans of the early church, Saints Peter and Paul, would share a
feast day because of the radically different way they each experienced and understood Christ. It
is these differences that illustrate for us the inherent complexity of Reign of Christ Sunday, when
we remind ourselves, once again, that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Peter knew the human Jesus first; and through his experiences walking with, learning from, and
participating in Jesus’ ministry, he came to know him as the Christ. In the Synoptic Gospels, we
are told that Peter was out fishing one day with his brother, Andrew, and Jesus called out to
them, prompting the brothers to drop their nets and begin following Jesus (Matthew 4:18-20).
John’s Gospel suggests that since Andrew was a follower of John the Baptist, Peter knew at least
a little bit about Jesus before dropping everything to follow him (John 1:41). But it was Peter’s
experiences of watching Jesus preach, teach, and heal that led him to proclaim “you are the
Christ, the anointed one of God” (Matthew 16:16 NIV).

Peter observed Jesus as a human being. He saw Jesus yawn when he got tired. He saw Jesus
flinch when he hit his foot on a stone. Peter even saw the vein on Jesus’ forehead swell up in
anger just before he lashed out at the money changers in the temple courtyard. So even after
the Resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, even after Peter began to
understand the cosmic significance of what God had done through this man, at the end of the
day, Peter’s loyalty to Christ was rooted in his best friend, Jesus, a man with whom he’d
laughed, cried, walked miles, and eaten hundreds of meals.

Paul, however, never knew the human Jesus. He heard all the stories about all that Jesus did and
said from guys like Peter, but only after he was a committed Christian. Paul started out as Saul of
Tarsus, a bright and zealous Pharisee who was determined to see this heretical movement
called “The Way” wiped out. But God had other plans for him. On the way to Damascus to
continue his grand inquisition, Paul was struck blind by Jesus and told to go wait for further
instructions (Acts 9). He was baptized, took the name Paul, and spent the rest of his life
traveling the Roman Empire, spreading the gospel—to Jews and Gentiles alike. Oh, and he wrote
a big chunk of the New Testament in his free time.

Paul knew the cosmic Christ: the risen Jesus to whom all authority on heaven and earth had
been given. While Peter went around telling stories about the time Jesus performed this miracle
or told that parable, Paul went around speaking in high-minded philosophical rhetoric. He
mined the Old Testament for metaphors to describe how God’s wondrous purposes were being
fulfilled and the salvation of the whole world was affected through this one of whom God had
raised to life in anticipation of the future resurrection of all people. Paul’s image was Jesus was
that of the divine, cosmic redeemer who was drawing the whole of creation to himself.



In other words, you could say that although both Peter and Paul saw Jesus Christ as “fully
human, fully God” (a statement issued by the Council of Nicea three centuries later but
consistent with the beliefs of the early church), Peter leaned toward the “fully human” part,
while Paul leaned toward the “fully God part.”

There’s no question this creates tension. We can’t even begin to wrap our minds around the
idea that someone could be both fully God and fully human. We can only stand in wonder and
awe at how amazing Jesus is to be able to fully embody both of these seemingly contradictory
things. And that’s the entire point of celebrating Reign of Christ Sunday. We are entering into
the expectation of Advent and anticipating the in-breaking of heaven to earth. We recall how
time and again we fail to live up to the ways God calls us to be, and yet God never withdraws his
grace.

On Reign of Christ Sunday, we celebrate that God'’s reign in the entire universe has already been
accomplished. At the same time, we anticipate the day when that reign will be accomplished in
every human heart. Just as Peter and Paul illustrate the divine/human tension of Jesus’ person,
on Reign of Christ Sunday, we remind ourselves of the already/not-yet tension of God’s reign
over all creation. We pray, as Jesus taught us, “thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as
itis in Heaven” (Matthew 6:10).

Matthew L Kelley
Ministry Matters
November 9, 2011
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Website Update

We've launched the refresh of the St. Andrew's United Church website. With this we will be
updating the email communications tool used for our weekly e-blasts, bulletins, newsletters,
concert notices, etc.

Please complete the instruction in the first email you receive from the new system to verify your
email address.

If you have any questions, please reach out to rob@saintandrewsunited.com Thank

you.

Congregational Meeting

November 24th, 2024

There will be an important Congregational Meeting after our Sunday service and before our
Potluck begins. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.



Canora Place

The annual Shoebox Project is a go for 2024! For the 8th year, the Youth Program is collecting
donations to pack shoeboxes for the residents of Canora Place. Please feel free to drop off
donations until December 9th, 2024. For more information, please email Joan at
yeg.youth.ts@gmail.com Donation ideas include: gloves, handwarmers, socks, shampoos, soap,
shaving items, long underwear, underwear, toothpaste, granola bars, treats.

Mundare Fundraiser

St. Andrew's United Mundare Fundraiser is on for a limited time!

Give a unique Christmas gift or treat yourself - make your order by using the following link:
https://forms.gle/TR230BjNiABbWWYv9 Questions?

Email: Donna.forSAUC@gmail.com

Book Club

Tuesday, November 26th @ 7:30 pm. The Island of Missing Trees by Elif Shafak. This meeting will
be on ZOOM.
Please contact owledwards@hotmail.com for a meeting invitation.

Film Club
Friday, December 9th @ 7:30 pm - Jules (Comedy/Sci-fi) - Three seniors hide a space alien from
the authorities and learn the value of companionship in later life.

Sign-up Sheets
Please remember there are sign-up sheets for Scripture readers, Sunday Coffee helpers and for
Offering/Collection in the Narthex.

Potluck Sundays

Last Sunday of each month is Potluck Sunday. Bring a main dish, salad, or a treat to share with
others. All are welcome whether you bring a sharable or not. Our potluck is a time of fellowship
and refreshment!

Bulletin Announcements
For any upcoming events, announcements, or milestones please email
office@saintandrewsunited.com no later than the Wednesday before.

Pastoral Support
Please contact the office if you, or anyone you know, needs pastoral support. Bridging
Minister, Rev. Dirk Jessen is available for those needing assistance.



Prayer requests are welcome please send them to Rev. Dirk.
Contact for Rev. Dirk is: dirk@saintandrewsunited.com (phone)
780-452-4454 ext. 202

YouTube
Live streaming is available! Please copy and paste the link below in a web browser:
https://youtube.com/live/XMGvbeaWynl|?feature=share

New Governance Model

As a part of the congregational meeting following the Sunday Service on November 24, 2024 a
new Governance Model will be presented. To access the document please go to one of the links
below. You have to select and copy the link to your web browser to open the page. Thank you.

https://saintandrewsunited.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/St-Andrews-United-Church-
Governance-Model-FINAL-DRAFT-CLEAN-November-19-2024.pdf
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