St. Andretw’s United Chureh
Bulletin

15t Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 1°t 2024

Contents

SPECIAI IMIESSAZES .eeeeiiiiiee ittt e et te e e sttt e e s ettt e e e s e e e e s sabteeeessbaeee e s saeaeessasteeesenssseaeessseeessnnsseaesanns 1
SEIVICES ittt e s a e s e a e e s a e e e s baa e e e saa 1
WeEEKIY ANNOUNCEMENTES ....uiiiiii ittt e e e e e s e e e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e eessannsaeaeeeeesseesnnnnsnens 1
From the IMIINISTEr ...t e e s nee e 2

Special Messages

Special Notice: Church Council has decided to postpone the congregational meeting scheduled
until Sunday, December 1st, after service. Please click here to download St Andrews United
Church Governance Model — FINAL DRAFT — CLEAN — November 19 2024 the document for the
Congregational Meeting

Services

First Sunday of Advent — Hope

December 151 2024 @ 10 a.m.

Order of Service: https://saintandrewsunited.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1st-Sunday-
of-Advent-December-1-2024-Order-of-Service.pdf

YouTube Link: https://www.youtube.com/live/IB4unWaj7bl

Weekly Announcements

Book Club — Via Zoom January 28" & February 25™ 2025 @ 7:30 pm

A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier.

This book is about Violet, who becomes a ‘surplus woman’ after losing her fiancé and brother in
WWI. She seeks independence and support in a community of broderers — women who
embroider kneelers for Winchester Cathedral, but her new life is threatened by WWII. It's a
“timeless story of friendship, love and woman crafting her own life.” The book club enjoyed
reading ‘The Girl with the Pearl Earring, and Remarkable Creatures’ by this same author.

Festive Giveaway — Bissell Centre
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Like years past, the Bissell is gathering toys for children 0-17 in our community. This year
they’re adding on another group of folks in need of holiday cheer: residents of Hope Terrace.
Bissell provides 24/7 supportive housing for folks living with FASD (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder).

If you would like to support the kiddos, you can check out their Amazon Wishlist
http://amazon.ca/hz/wishlist/Is/20756K86KHC?ref =wl shars for inspiration and you can
have the toys delivered directly to the Bissell. There will be a list posted on the SAUC bulletin
board as well.

If you would like to support one of their Hope Terrace residents, each resident has given a
Wishlist of items with a $100 budget. Here is the link to access the Wishlist supporting
residents at Hope Terrace: Festive Giving Campaign
http://bissellcentre.org/festive-giving-at-hope-terrace/

If you choose to purchase toys or gifts locally, SAUC will be accepting items in the office until 4
pm on Thursday, December 14™. Delivery of all items collected will be on Friday, December
15,

Serenade Sunday

December 1t @ 2pm

Gateway Chorus

An a cappella choir that specializes in that beautiful ringing sound you can only hear in
Barbershop Harmony. This internationally ranked chorus is a chapter of the Sweet Adelines
International. Admission is by donation. Free parking.

From the Minister

Happy New Year! Be Hopeful!

| know the first part of the above title of today’s reflection may seem a bit premature and the
second part a bit out of the blue. Let me explain. This coming Sunday, we begin the new church
year with the first Sunday of the church season of Advent.

Advent is the season before the holy day that celebrates the birth of Jesus, “Christ’s Mass”
which most of us know as the holiday, Christmas. The birth of Jesus is so significant that it is
given a season of preparation and reflection to get ready for it. Now for most of us the pre-
Christmas season is indeed a season of preparation, but often not preparation of our hearts,
minds and spirits in anticipation of the story of the birth of the person who, for Christians, lived
and taught in such a way that it gave the world a real-life example of who God is or maybe
better, how God is.

Over the next few weeks leading up to Christmas, | want to share with you a few reflections
about why this holiday is so important, but for today | want simply to remind you of the theme
of the first Sunday of Advent—hope. | believe that what we hope for is very important. To
hope, as | understand it, is to have an expectation that something positive will happen in the
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near or distant future. The birth of Jesus was an event that sent ripples through time that we
still feel today.

We can experience a sense of hope when we try to see how our world might be if it was re-
ordered according to live not by violence and domination, but by principles of care and living
together justly. Someone has written about how we live and teach our children to live by Me,
Mine, More where instead living by Us, Ours and enough would be a much better and | would
say hopeful way, for me the way of Jesus.

Happy New Year! Be hopeful!

Rev. Dirk Jessen
Bridging Minister, St. Andrew’s United Church



