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Prelude
Words of Welcome
Announcements
WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
We Centre Ourselves
We Light the Advent Candle

*Hymn VU 7(*please stand as you are able)
Hope is a Star (lyrics on screen)

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer (please stand)

One: O come, Emmanuel, come to us, for we are lonely for God.
All: Come, bring the peace of God-with-us.

One: O come, Wisdom from on high,

All: lead us in the ways of knowledge and show us the paths of
peace.

One: Glorious Shoot from the Jesse tree,

All: come and bring life, fresh and green and lovely, to our
spirits.

One: O Rose which blooms in the snow of winter,

All: come and grant us the blessed gift of hope.

One: O Bright Morning Star of the darkened world,

All: come and be for us the Light, the Truth, and the Way.

One: Jesus our Christ, we welcome you,

All: Come and be known among us, for we want to be your
people.

All: Holy Mystery, we begin this season of Advent with some
worry in our hearts. We begin with concerns for our families, our
friends, our congregation, and our world. Fill our hearts with the
hope of the season. Calm us as we move through this time of
longer nights into the light that is to come. Amen.

*Hymn (please sing twice)
The Love Burning Deep (lyrics on screen)

Sharing the Peace of Christ

Learning Together



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

OLD TESTEMENT: Jeremiah 33:14-16

Jeremiah details the rightful destruction of the unjust institutions
and the death of corrupt leaders of Judah, the southern part of
the divided kingdom. Yet, through this extremely dark picture
shines a small ray of hope.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36

Jesus is speaking to the disciples and tells them that it is not a
matter of if the end of the world that they know will happen, but
rather when. How are the disciples to recognize this event? How
are they to get ready?

Reflection — A Living Story
Rev. Dirk Jessen

WE RESPOND IN LOVE

Offering Invitation

All: As we worship through this Advent season, we receive the
Good News that Christ comes to bring peace on earth and
goodwill to all people. Let us respond to what God has already
placed in our hearts and minds.

One: The offering will now be received.

Offertory

*Offering Refrain - VU 541
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (lyrics on screen)

Offering Prayer

All: We bring these gifts — the work of our hands, our hearts, our
lives. We pray that they may be used to bring the hope of Jesus
Christ to our world in this time and place. For our prayers is that
your kingdom come, your will be done, now and always. Amen.

*Communion Hymn
Table of Plenty (lyrics on screen)

Sharing the Peace of Christ



Invitation to Communion
In the Rich Dark Winter - An Advent Communion Service
(on screen)

Prayer after Communion

One: At this table, Christ is host welcoming all who hunger.

All: At our tables, may Christ be our guest this day and always,
that we might welcome hope, peace, joy and love into our lives,
and become hosts to God’s presence and people.

God of Love, guide us to the stables of our world, where the
lonely and longing gather.

Lead us to the mangers of our time, where hope and renewal are
born again. Make us heralds of your hope and love. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern

*Closing Hymn - VU9
People Look East (lyrics on screen)

Commissioning (on screen)

People look east, and as we enter into this Advent season,
breath, pause, reflect, pray...

Look for signs of what is being birthed in and around you.
Look for signs of the light that is returning.

go now, as seekers and bearers of light.

Benediction

Together we sing:
*Amen

Postlude



Thank you
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